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Hello My Fellow Members, 
Already six months have passed since I communicated with you.  I hope everyone had a wonderful summer.  To me it seemed our summer was hot but very short.

The MSSAMT board members met with House Representative Paul Muxlow, also a member of the Health Policy Committee, to discuss how to introduce a licensure bill for Laboratory personnel in Michigan.  The meeting was very informative and in the near future the board will meet again with Mr. Muxlow.

At our national convention in Miami, Florida, the weather was very hot.  But the lectures I attended were excellent.  The Award Dinner was “WONDERFUL”, as always.  Michigan had two award recipients and a special award for being on the state honor roll for 13 years.
What an Accomplishment!

Back in Michigan the preparation for the state scientific meeting in October was in full swing.  The meeting was very successful.  We had 218 students and about 68 members attending.  Our speakers were superb and the service we get at the facility is always outstanding.  But the most important fact is, the members who attended made it all possible.

Thank You So Very Much.

Our Great Lakes District Councillor, Clara Boykin MT, visited our meeting and informed the members the Great Lakes States are planning a District Scientific Seminar for

October 4-5, 2013, in Waukesha, Wisconsin

That means it would be in place of our annual seminar in Frankenmuth.  I hope as many as possible are able to attend.  Remember, this district seminar is scheduled for the year 2013.

Michigan had 8 delegates representing our state society in Miami, Florida.  Eleven [11] members have already signed up as delegates at this October’s meeting to represent Michigan at the next National Convention in San Antonio, Texas, July 9-14, 2012.  But we have room for many more.  Please call me at 1-810-982-5651, if you would like to join us, or with any other questions you may have.

Until then, I would like to wish every member and their families a Most Wonderful Christmas and A Healthy and Very Happy New Year.

Sincerely,




Sieglinde Wildie MLT
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A very special thanks to everyone involved in AMT 73rd Educational Program and National Meeting in Miami.  The Meeting was held jointly with the CASMET Association.

We had attendance of over 600 participants.  It was great weather, great education, great networking and great family gathering.  It is such a wonderful time to see all our old friends at our National Meeting each year.

CHANGE is coming to AMT in many ways.  Please keep your eyes and ears open.  Some have begun already with the new computer system in the AMT office.  Our new web domain is 

www.americanmedtech.org
More change is coming with our National Meeting beginning in 2012 and continuing into the future.  Please be sure to give us your input on the changes.  A lot of the changes are coming about because YOU, the members, asked for them.  We have a new “IT” staff member at the AMT Office, Mark Garcia.  He can help you with issues you may encounter with getting onto the website.  It was suggested that the state societies think of using Facebook for AMT.  A lot of AMT members are on it so it is a great tool.

Congratulations to all of this year’s award winners in the Great Lakes District.  I applaud you and the hard work that you do for your state society and AMT.  Everyone in the Great Lakes District deserves a pat on the back for all their efforts.

Our new national officers for 2011 –2012, President Roxanne Clifton, MT, Vice President Mary Burden, MT, Secretary Jeff Lavender MT, and Treasurer Everett Bloodworth, MT, Janet Sesser, RMA was reelected to the board and Jeannie Hobson, RMA, will serve out the term of board member that resigned.

District educational meetings were proposed in the Great Lakes District meeting.  I talked to each state president present, requested that they talk to their board of directors and report back with their opinion on the idea.  The presidents present were very receptive.  Following the meeting emails were sent to the two state society presidents that were not present at the meeting asking for their opinion.

The Proposal was made that Illinois or Wisconsin be the location for a district seminar in September 2012.  Watch for more information on this in the future.

Mark you calendars for AMT 74th Educational Program and National Meeting to be held July 9 – 14, 2012 in San Antonio.  It will be at the Hyatt Regency, 123 Losoya St. San Antonio, TX, 78205, (210) 222- 1234.

Continue to support your state society officers.  If I can be of help, do not hesitate to contact me.

                                       Clara Boykin, MT       
1023 Dayton Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55104

Email: claraboykin1023@msn.com  

Work - 651 999 4788  (Monday thru Friday) 

Cell  - 651 247 3231
Home  - 651 644 3128
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Here we are again, with Christmas fast approaching and another year almost gone.  Our fall meeting in Frankenmuth was a great success with over 200 students attending.  We hope that many of you can attend next year’s meeting on October 11 – 13, 2012.  I am sure that Siegi will have wonder speakers lined up as usual.

Our next big event is next year’s convention in San Antonio.  It will be hot, but I have been told that San Antonio and its “river walk” is worth the trip.  If you would like to attend as a delegate please contact Siegi and she will be happy to add your name to the list.  We try to travel and book lodging together to try and cut costs so if you have any questions please call or email us.

As of November we have over 2600 members in Michigan, this issue of the Microbe will be going out to over 400 new members that have joined since our last issue.  I have to increase the size of the Microbe just to include all the names of the new members.

I will be adding more information to website and more photos from our meetings.  If you have anything you would like posted please let me know and I would be happy to add it to the site.  As usual I will be posting more information on the Convention and next fall’s meeting.

Hope you all “Have a Very Blessed Holiday Season” and a ”Happy New Year”.

Suellen Schobert, MLT 



MSSAMT Editor
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Lecture Saturday

                     Board Member – Linda Ruggles
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Well fellow AMT members, another year has gone by and it was once again time for the AMT conference.  This year it was a joint conference with AMT and Casmet.  After last year’s conference in Las Vegas where I had such a great time, I was so looking forward to this one in Miami.

I flew to Miami on Sunday, the weather was extremely warm in Michigan and it didn’t get any cooler in Miami.  I stayed at the Intercontinental hotel and thank god for the air conditioning.  The hotel was very nice and although it only had a few restaurants it was located a short distance from the “Marketplace” that had quite a few stores and restaurants.  Everyone attending should have been able to find something they liked which fit their budget.

If you didn’t attend you missed a great conference.  The keynote speaker was excellent.  Her seminar was on Professional Paradise, 5 steps to less stress, more energy and remarkable results at work.    I did buy her book and plan on putting her practices to use so I can be in professional paradise in a short time.   All the seminars and workshops were very interesting and the ones I chose to attend didn’t disappoint me.

The medical examiner’s seminar was very interesting and I really enjoyed all parts of the seminar, especially the autopsy.

The meetings are a must to find out the latest changes being made and what to expect in the future for AMT members. The Welcome Party is an excellent way to meet the other members and socialize, and of course the Awards Banquet where the food is always exceptional and to see the members get recognized for the difference they have made in their field is always worth attending.

This was a conference I’m glad I attended and I’m looking forward to attending next year’s conference in San Antonio Texas.  Hope to see you there.

Sincerely,              Nancy Winslow

The AMT and CASMET meeting was held August 1-6, 2011 in Miami Florida.   Again this year there were more sessions to attend than there were times for. 

The keynote speaker was Vickie Hess, an excellent speaker on turning our Pows into Wows.  She is someone who has had some major POWs in her life and has been able to rise above them.   After her presentation we were given an opportunity to purchase her book and have her autograph it. 

Then the regular sessions started, my first one was “New Era for Hormone Testing”, and it was outstanding. The next one was “Employment Law”. I learned quite a lot in that session, did you know we cannot request records across borders? The patent must hand carry them to appointments with us.

“Vitamin D-Why all the Fuss?” This was another outstanding session with an amusing speaker.  We should make sure we are getting magnesium with that vitamin D.   Tanning beds, he said they were ok for getting vitamin D if you have to, but don’t over due it. He also spoke to us about testing for PSA. There was a mock trial of blood collection tubes testifying in court, which was put on by one of our own state societies.  It was later suggested at the Change session to perhaps do more of interactive sessions like this one.

There was the usual “meet the candidate” and “resolutions” session. The Change consisted of conversations of upcoming changes in AMT, one important one, which would help everyone in two years; they would change from 6 days to 5 days long. This could help out with costs and time traveling to the convention.

On Friday were the Town Hall Session Annul Reports and Legislative Reports then in the afternoon were the Amt Annual Business Meeting and AMTIE Business Meeting, which has changed its name to AMT Institute for Excellence concentrating more on fund raising. 
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One of the fun things was the welcome reception Caribbean style. There were different foods to try and some unique music from the Caribbean. My personal fun time was one evening we took a boat tour in the bay area there and saw many famous peoples’ homes and a few that had movies made in them like Cocoon.

Can’t wait to go to San Antonio next year!

Patricia Dare, RMA, 

University of Michigan
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AMT'S 73rd Educational Program and National Meeting.

I attended many Educational and Scientific Sessions.  The general session about "Medical Examiner Death Investigation" by Dr. Emma O. Lew was interesting.

The other sessions that were interesting were  “Medicare Fraud and
Abuse” and “Vitamin D-Why all the Fuss”.  I especially liked the Vitamin D session by David Plaut. Vitamin D is a group of fat-soluble secosteroids. In humans Vitamin D is unique both because it functions as a prohormone and because when sun exposure is adequate the body can synthesize it as Vitamin D3 . Measures of the serum levels reflect endogenous synthesis from sun exposure as well as intake from the diet. The evidence indicates that the synthesis of vitamin D from sun exposure works in a feedback loop that prevents toxicity but, because of uncertainty about the cancer risk from sunlight, no recommendations are issued by the Institute of Medicine for the amount of sun exposure required to meet vitamin D. Vitamin D prevents rickets in children and osteomalacia in adults, and, together with calcium, helps to protect older adults from osteoporosis.

Loretta Sweet, MT
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The 73rd Educational Program and National Meeting was filled with a week of beneficial topics, and speakers, which contributed to a week of learning and relaxation. Once again the programs were richly focused on the Medical Professional's personal and professional well-being and classes pertinent to the varied jobs of the AMT members.

The 2011 event in Miami officially began with the Chet Dziekonski Memorial Keynote Address presented by Vickie Hess, RN, MS. Her subject was "SHIFT to Professional Paradise: Navigating the Twists and Turns of Healthcare Today." Ms. Hess began her presentation with a lively "Rap" on Professional Paradise and a question: "What is Professional Paradise to You?" She suggested keeping a daily journal on what you have been doing and analyze your actions at the end of a week to find out what your trend has been. Once you recognize what your personal Professional Paradise is, you'll be more satisfied and energized and productive. She stressed turning "POW" moments into "WOW" moments. The "POWs" of your work life are EXTERNAL-problems you can't control and INTERNAL-the problems you create. One of the finest points Ms. Hess made was to Stop - Think - then Respond, you can turn a "POW" into a "WOW".

Emma O. Lew, MD, Deputy Chief Medical Examiner Miami-Dade County Medical Examiner Department presented "Delivering Excellence Every Day - DSL" Dr. Lew cited many crime and non-crime scene clues, pictures, and outcomes. 

Some outcomes turned out to be natural death occurrences, and some very weird crime-deaths. Dr. Lew explained the methods and steps used to find the causes of the case deaths.

"New Era for Hormone Testing" - presented by Gregory Rawling, AHI (MT), SC (ASCP) MT, announced there was still no test for Progestini. The "Women's Initiative Study" resulted in millions of women and Doctors stopping hormone replacement therapy. Because food additives and chemicals are added to our food, intolerance grows to the hormone regimen. Help has been coming from "real" hormone injection. A limit of 200X Progesterone is used for pregnant women. It has been found that low Testosterone levels may lead to cardiac problems.

A fun session "Mock Trial - Blood Collection Tubes Testify in Court" was a simulated court trial in a suit brought against the Specimen Tubes and the technician by "Jane Smith", Charges were -mislabeling, improper handling of tubes, improper filling of tubes, pouring specimen from one type of tube into another, and not following the CLS Standards. After establishing the correct use of each color-coded top specimen tube and its purpose, testimony in the cause of vein-draw injury, incorrect filling and handling of each tube was heard. The jury found the defendant’s guilty -evidence showed the malpractice of specimen draw and handling.

"Vitamin D - Why All the Fuss?"  Presented by David Plaut covered the historical perspective, Vitamin D and diseases, concerns regarding ultraviolet radiation, sources of Vitamin D, requirements for Vitamin D supplements. Lack of Vitamin D causes damage to DNA, leads to bone fractures and cancer.  Vitamin D regulates neuromuscular function, reduces inflammation and influences the action of many cells. Recommended daily dose of Vitamin D in 1000U, checking blood levels periodically.

The National Business meeting included the nomination and election of members to the National Board. Seats to be filled were: 2 MT/MLT, 1 RMA, and 1 seat of an unexpired term. Candidates had given their qualifications in the Meet the Candidates session. There will be changes made in the programming of the National Educational Seminars - check the June 2011 AMT Events for more information about the changes. Reports from all committees were printed in the Events and were approved. Treasury report states AMT in good standing. 

There were 615 members present at the convention from the U.S.A. AMT and CASMET AMT (Caribbean Islands).  $6,500 was given out in Scholarships.

Other meetings included the Great Lakes District presided over by Clara Boykin, MT, Councillor, the member states of the District gave their Autumn meeting dates. AMT cookbooks were on sale, and the 50/50 raffle's (open to the entire membership) proceeds went to help a member attend the National convention. Town Hall covered information on Federal Legislative action.

The 2012 National Program and Meeting will be July 9-14 in San Antonio, Texas.  The 2013 National Program and Meeting will be held in the Eastern District, place/date TBA. 

 Make plans, and save those dollars so you can attend - SEE YOU IN TEXAS!
Report submitted by Delegate, Nathalie G. Dixon, MT (AMT) Secretary, MSSAMT

Ten years ago I attended my first joint AMT/CASMET meeting in Nassau; it was just my second convention and I was really looking forward to a wonderful time, well, this year’s joint meeting was also terrific.

As you have read from many delegate reports before, once you attend an AMT convention you will be hooked.  The lectures are great, the social events very enjoyable and you will find no better people than our AMT family.   And that is how you feel, like you are seeing family that you have not seen in a while and meeting new members that will be part of your family for years to come.

It is very fulfilling to be involved in a professional group that has such a far-reaching affect on our health care professions that is run by the members.  

Tuesday night is always an enjoyable event with the welcome party for all the attendees.  This year it was especially fun with the performance of the Sunshine Junk ado band from the Caribbean.  They are so full of energy and the costumes are wonderful.

One of the more entertaining events at this year’s meeting was the mock trial.  AMT members took the parts of the people working in the lab and the vacutainer tubes that were drawn to demonstrate the importance of the order of the draw and the use of each different type of tube.  The members put their all in to their roles and it was a very fun way to educate people on the importance of proper collection methods.

There are many wonderful lectures throughout the week and as delegates we also take part in meetings of the different committees needed to run AMT.  This year I was on the nominating committee, we were responsible for interviewing the candidates for the national board and checking on their qualifications and then presenting our findings to the members prior to the election of the new officers.

The one big highlight of the week is always the awards banquet.  It is this event where we say thank you to members who have devoted their time and efforts to making AMT and the health care field what it is today.  The state societies are also recognized for their efforts as well as the state publications and there is also awards presented to student members.

It is always a busy week but we did find time to tour the city.  Miami is a fascinating city with many different cultures represented and beautiful architecture both old and new.

Next year the AMT convention is being held in San Antonio, Texas and it too should be a very enjoyable event.  I hope some of you decide to join us there.

Suellen Schobert MLT
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The Joint AMT/CASMET national convention was held at The Intercontinental Hotel in Miami, FL.  Our shuttle trip from the airport to the hotel was at first doubtful, because we thought our bus would quit any minute, but we made it.  The hotel was beautiful and surprisingly not so super cold like they usually are.  

I signed up for the “Blood Bank” workshop on Monday morning.  I enjoyed it thoroughly.  Tuesday morning was the “Opening Ceremony” with the color guard, national hymn and prayer.  The Key Note speaker was very energetic and good.    That evening we enjoyed the Welcome Party with the CASMET members.  They performed in costumes and danced to their music.  As always the food was very tasty.  A guest member from London, England won our Michigan basket.  

Wednesday was the day of “Resolutions” and “Meet the Candidates”.  Surprisingly, not one state had a resolution request.  Meet the Candidates; I felt it was very strange.  All the questions the members asked the candidates were inappropriate.  Most of the candidates need to know more of the organization’s operation, before answering all these questions.  Especially the AMTIE candidates, because AMTIE changed its functions from CECs to fund raising.

All the lectures I chose were very informative.  Thursday is the big evening, starting with a delicious dinner and then the awards presentation.  On of our Michigan members received the Silver award.  Also Michigan received the Honor Roll award again, for the 13th time.  This year a new award was added to honor the states that consecutively received the Honor Roll award, Michigan received this special award.  I am so proud of Michigan.

Friday is usually out Town Hall and Business meeting.  This year we had more candidates than open seats, so the votes had to be counted.  Incumbents Roxanne Clifton, Everett Bloodworth and Janet Sasser won the seats again.  Jeannie Hobson will finish up Suzanne Hancock’s term.  After the AMTIE meeting, the national board announced that Roxanne Clifton was reelected as national president.

That evening we took a boat tour to see all the mansions of “the rich and famous”; it was very interesting.  On Saturday we had planned a trip to the planetarium and museum, but during the night I got really ill and we cancelled the tour.  I was so disappointed.  

Sunday was our return trip to Michigan.  I really would have enjoyed Miami, but the heat and the humidity were very bad.

Our next convention is set for San Antonio, Texas.  I have been there, it is a pretty place.

Submitted by,

               Sieglinde Wildie MLT


Miami, Florida was the site of the 73rd Educational Meeting and National Convention, which was a great success in my opinion.  The following report will deal with this subject matter.

Monday and Tuesday were the first two days of the convention and to my knowledge they went as planned.  

Moving on to Wednesday, I spent some of my time viewing some of the exhibits.  I was especially impressed with the new “state of the art” hematology and chemistry analyzers.  Here were many more displays and product demonstrations open to all to see.

My next stop would be to look in on the AMT Resolutions presentation and the Meet the Candidates session.  In short, I can wrap this session up with the fact that no new resolutions were presented however; there were candidates for both the AMT and AMTIE boards.

Now, we move to Thursday’s agenda, the beginning of by day started with the continental breakfast, which was very good, following which, I bounced off to my first general session; Stem Cells – “When did they appear on the Horizon”.  The lecture emphasized the historical as well as modern applications of stem cells in today’s medical field.  In my opinion Dr. Burenko did a great job.

The next session I attended was called “How to Add, Delete or Move a Lab Test Within a Menu” by David Plaut.  The district coucillors, the executive councillor and Jeff Lavender conducted the next session from the AMT board of directors.  The opening happening was a blast but what it came down to were the coming changes to our national meeting.  There will be more forthcoming regarding these changes as well as other pertinent matters.

To complete Thursday was the Awards Banquet and Convocation.  This event was lengthily and included the CASMET swearing in of new officers and conferring awards to their members.  Our state society and our own Loretta Sweet were awarded as well.

In closing my report I will focus on Friday’s agenda as well as some social aspects of the convention.  

The AMT District Meetings were the kickoff session.  Jeff Lavender again spoke on some the changes coming in our national meeting.  

Then came the Town Hall meeting, Annual Reports, AMT Business meeting and finally the AMTIE Business meeting.

In my opinion, the only exceptional news (besides future AMT annual meeting changes) was the general elections for both AMT and AMTIE boards and some business relationship changes between AMT and AMTIE.  More information will come on that topic in future AMT publications.

I will move on to the social events, which I enjoyed while attending the convention.  Let’s begin with the Bayside Market Place.  I’m sure that others reporting will mention this place because it was within walking distance from the hotel and because of the vastness of the outdoor mall.  Let me tell you, this place as a mega place for shoppers containing a variety of stores, restaurants and great entertainment.

The next exciting adventure I will tell you about was the boat ride around the port of the greater Miami harbor.

Alas, all good things must come to an end so it is the case with this report.  However, I leave you with the fact that I had a wonderful time in Miami at the 73rd AMT National Convention.

Goodbye,

                        Webb Gray MT



Nancy Winslow  and Webb Gray at Student Table


Board Members with Bonnie Mc Farland

Bavarian Inn Waitress



Student Name Tags

Sue Schobert  at  Registration Table

Make plans to attend next year’s meeting – 

                                                                        October 11-13,2012
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